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FRED ROBINSON — CONDOLENCE 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [10.08 pm]: It is with much regret that I advise the house tonight of the 
recent passing of Mr Fred Robinson from Geraldton. Fred was a life member of the Australian Labor Party and I 
think the greatest honour we could bestow on Fred, aside from that life membership, was to tell him and his 
family that he was a true blue Labor man.  

Fred was born in the goldfields and worked on the railways for many years. Fred was of tremendous assistance 
to both the former member for Geraldton, Shane Hill, and Hon Kim Chance, who was a member in this house. 
Fred worked on somewhere around 25 election campaigns. His modus operandi was to get there very early, set 
up his chair and table, have his lunch, have his campaign material ready and set about talking the leg off that 
chair to other polling booth workers who would invariably drift off during the morning because they could not 
stand hearing Fred’s biased precis on the virtues of the Australian Labor Party. Needless to say, the poll results 
were good on the booths that Fred worked on, because he was there on his own most of the day.  

Fred was an avid collector of Labor material and has a great collection of memorabilia going back over the 
years. We urge Janice not to have the bonfire that she often threatened to have to clear out the house of some of 
that memorabilia. Our thoughts are with Fred’s family. Fred was very proud to receive his life membership and 
he came to the Labor state conference with his family to receive this honour. The Geraldton community is a lot 
poorer for the passing of Fred and so is the labour movement in Western Australia. Our thoughts and 
condolences are with Janice, Fred’s family and Fred’s friends. 
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